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Press Release 

 Wednesday 12th June 2013 
 
 

SSTL completes delivery of first four Galileo FOC satellite payloads 
 
Surrey Satellite Technology Ltd (SSTL) has successfully completed the delivery of 

the payloads for the first four Full Operational Capability (FOC) satellites of the 

European Galileo GNSS system to prime contractor OHB System AG. 

  

The payloads were shipped to OHB in Bremen, Germany for integration of the 

payload to platform and the start of the satellite integration and test activities. 

 

 
One of the Galileo FOC payloads undergoing final testing at SSTL’s cleanrooms, Guildford, 

UK 

 

The delivery of these four navigation payloads is part of an on-going contract, 

awarded to the OHB-SSTL consortium in 2010 for the first 14 Galileo FOC satellites. 

SSTL is continuing work on the payloads for the next ten FOC satellites, with the next 

five payloads already in production at its advanced technical facility, The Kepler 
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Building. In addition to these 14, SSTL and prime contractor OHB were awarded the 

contract for a further eight Galileo satellites in 2012. 

 

Dr. Matt Perkins, CEO of SSTL commented: “The SSTL team has worked tirelessly 

to achieve this delivery success and we are on target to deliver the next 18 payloads 

for the Galileo FOC constellation. This is an exciting step towards completion of the 

Galileo constellation as these satellites will be the first two FOC launch loads placed 

into orbit by Soyuz in the deployment of operational Galileo navigation services.” 

 

In keeping with the rapid delivery schedule, the fourth SSTL payload has been 

delivered to OHB for integration with the platform, in parallel to the commencement of 

activities on the first fully integrated FOC satellite at the European Space Research 

and Technology Centre (ESTEC) Test Centre, where environmental testing will take 

place. 

 
 

Galileo is Europe’s own Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS), providing real-

time positioning, navigation and timing services with unrivalled accuracy and 

integrity. It will be interoperable with the American GPS system and Russia’s 

GLONASS system.  

 

The Full Operational Capability phase of the Galileo programme is managed and fully 

funded by the European Union. The Commission and ESA have signed a delegation 

agreement by which ESA acts as design and procurement agent on behalf of the 

Commission. The views expressed in this Press Release can in no way be taken to 

reflect the official opinion of the European Union and/or ESA. “Galileo” is a trademark 

subject to OHIM application number 002742237 by EU and ESA. 

 

About SSTL 

Surrey Satellite Technology Limited (SSTL) is the world's leading small satellite 

company, delivering operational space missions for a range of applications including 

Earth observation, science and communications. The Company designs, 

manufactures and operates high performance satellites and ground systems for a 

fraction of the price normally associated with space missions, with 500 staff working 
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on turnkey satellite platforms, space-proven satellite subsystems and optical 

instruments. 

 

Since 1981 SSTL has built and launched 41 satellites – as well as providing training 

and development programmes, consultancy services, and mission studies for ESA, 

NASA , international governments and commercial customers, with its innovative 

approach that is changing the economics of space. 

 

In 2008 the Company set up a US subsidiary, Surrey Satellite Technology 

US LLC  (SST-US) with facilities in Denver, Colorado to address the United States 

market and its customers for the provision of small satellite solutions, applications 

and services. www.sst-us.com 
 

Headquartered in Guildford, UK, SSTL is owned by Astrium BV. 

www.sstl.co.uk 
 

 

Notes to editor:   
This press release can be downloaded as a Word or Pdf document at the following 
url: http://www.sstl.co.uk/news-and-events 
 
SSTL Contact: 
Joelle Sykes, Surrey Satellite Technology Limited 
Tel: +44 (0)1483 804243 Email: j.sykes@sstl.co.uk 
 
Press Contact: 
Robin Wolstenholme, bcm public relations 
Tel: +44 (0)1306 882288 Email: r.wolstenholme@bcmpublicrelations.com 
 
 

 

 

 

 


