Thursday 7th March 2013
Smartphone in Space satellite “STRaND-1” operational in orbit
STRaND-1, the nanosatellite carrying a smartphone, has been declared operational
in orbit by the mission team from the University of Surrey’s Surrey Space Centre
(SSC) and Surrey Satellite Technology Limited (SSTL).

The satellite successfully separated from the Indian PSLV launcher in low Earth orbit
after its launch on February 25, and first contact with STRaND-1 was made on its
second pass over the Guildford ground station. STRaND-1 is being commissioned
and operated from the Surrey Space Centre’s ground station at the University of
Surrey. Initial checks have confirmed that critical systems are all functioning as
expected.

Professor Craig Underwood, Deputy Director of the Surrey Space Centre said:
“STRaND-1 has been an excellent project linking academia with industry and taking
space engineering research through to a real mission. It’s another major space
success for the UK, delivered by Surrey in an amazingly short time and we are
looking forward to receiving the first data from the on-board SmartPhone soon.”

“The STRaND-1 team have worked incredibly hard over the past week to achieve
this result”, said Doug Liddle, SSTL’s Head of Science. “The first week of
commissioning a satellite is always complex but we have had fantastic support from
the AMSAT community around the world, and are now commanding STRaND-1 in
orbit. Setting up the ground station and establishing communications with the
spacecraft has been a valuable part of the learning curve - the team feel and look
like they’ve run several marathons in the last 10 days!”

The STRaND-1 mission team will continue commissioning of the satellite’s systems
in orbit during the next few weeks and, after this phase has been successfully
completed, phase two of the mission will see the testing of the smartphone’s
experimental Apps and subsequently a number of in-orbit operations being switched
over to the smartphone.
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STRaND-1 is an innovative 3U CubeSat weighing 3.5kg and is the world’s first
“phonesat” to go into orbit, as well as the first UK CubeSat to be launched. It was
developed by a team from the University of Surrey’s Surrey Space Centre (SSC) and
Surrey Satellite Technology Limited (SSTL) and is a research, training, and
demonstration mission, designed to test commercial off-the-shelf technologies in
space. It follows on from the UK’s first nanosatellite mission, SNAP-1, also built by
SSC and SSTL, 13 years ago.

Amateur radio operators can track STRaND-1 from across the world. Details of the
frequency are available at www.amsat-uk.org/

You can follow STRaND at https://twitter.com/SurreyNanosats and for more
information visit http://www.sstl.co.uk/STRAND-nanosatellite.

About Surrey Space Centre, University of Surrey
The Surrey Space Centre (SSC), a Research Centre of the Faculty of Electronics
and Physical Sciences (FEPS) at the University of Surrey, is a world leading Centre
of Excellence in Space Engineering, whose aim is to underpin the technical
development of the space industry through its advanced research programmes.
SSC, comprising over 90 researchers and faculty specialising in small satellite
techniques, develops new innovative technologies which are exploited by the space
industry. It provides well-focused space engineering education, postgraduate and
industrial short courses, training the next generation space scientists, engineers,
entrepreneurs and business leaders
www.surrey.ac.uk/SSC
Twitter: @SpaceAtSurrey

About SSTL
Surrey Satellite Technology Limited (SSTL) is the world's leading small satellite
company, delivering operational space missions for a range of applications including
Earth observation, science and communications. The Company designs,
manufactures and operates high performance satellites and ground systems for a
fraction of the price normally associated with space missions, with over 500 staff
working on turnkey satellite platforms, space-proven satellite subsystems and optical
instruments.
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Since 1981 SSTL has built and launched 41 satellites – as well as providing training
and development programmes, consultancy services, and mission studies for ESA,
NASA , international governments and commercial customers, with its innovative
approach that is changing the economics of space.

In 2008 the Company set up a US subsidiary, Surrey Satellite Technology
US LLC (SST-US) with facilities in Denver, Colorado to address the United States
market and its customers for the provision of small satellite solutions, applications
and services. www.sst-us.com

Headquartered in Guildford, UK, SSTL is owned by Astrium BV.
www.sstl.co.uk

Notes to editors:
This press release can be downloaded as a Word or Pdf document at the following
url: http://www.sstl.co.uk/news-and-events
University of Surrey Contact:
Howard Wheeler
Tel: +44 (0)1483 686141 Email: h.wheeler@surrey.ac.uk
SSTL Contact:
Joelle Sykes, Surrey Satellite Technology Limited
Tel: +44 (0)1483 804243 Email: j.sykes@sstl.co.uk
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